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In France

• 4 contacts
• 2 social landlords in Normandy

• 1 private client with an architect in Britany

• 1 private client for a reconstruction of an old mill in Normandy



Reconstruction project

• A way to test cobbauge in an 
another way: 
• cob outside to respect heritage

specificities

• Light earth on one existing
traditional cob wall for thermal 
improvement



Samples of a possible



In France





In France





• Site in Norfolk 
• High clay content
• Clay lump or cob? 

Earth House –
Before CobBauge



• Mixture of 
rectilinear forms 
and curves lends 
itself to cob 

Earth House   Foulsham

Earth House –
Before CobBauge



• Flowing plan
• Issue is how to 

insulate the cob –
straw bales  

Earth House –
Before CobBauge



Earth House  Foulsham

• 300mm thick cob 
wall 

• 300m straw bale 
insulation 

Earth House -
Before CobBauge



Earth House –
Before CobBauge

• Plinth 
• Eaves 



• House rethought 
applying 
CobBauge

CobBauge House 



CobBauge House 

• Straight walls 
• Externally 

insulated 
• Cob spine wall 

enhances 
performance of 
house



CobBauge House 

• Healthy interior 
spaces 



• CobBauge can bring 
a host of advantages 
that are inherent to 
the type of 
construction.

• CobBauge works 
effortlessly with 
Building Biology's 
approach to better 
buildings.

CobBauge

Structural Insulation Thermal mass

AcousticHygroscopicVOCs

CostEMF protectionFrom earth

Why CobBauge?



Building biology is an 
approach that 
incorporates healthy 
design principles in the 
design from the outset.
• Healthy
• Comfortable
• Energy efficient

Building Biology

CobBauge



This home has high 
aspirations including: 
• Low embodied 

energy
• High indoor air 

quality
• Stable temperatures 

due to high thermal 
mass

• Good thermal 
performance 

• High levels of air 
tightness

CobBauge House 



• CobBauge could be 
the innovation cob 
needs 

• Could become 
mainstream bringing 
the low energy 
advantages of earth 
building to a bigger 
market.

CobBauge test sample

CobBauge House 



• Learning from 
others, for example 
the concrete 
industry

• CobBauge has the 
potential to be 
either or all of these 
construction 
methods

• Mainstream is the 
goal

Prefabrication?

Onsite mixing?

Off site mixing?

Structural 
CobBauge

CobBauge House –
Further thoughts 


